TEACCH Workstation

A TEACCH workstation would be set up to promote a learning environment that is clearly organised and structured. 

“The individual work system gives the student a systematic strategy to approach the work that needs to be completed. This learnt strategy builds independence and enables the student to generalise skills into other environments”

TEACCH Manual

The TEACCH system shows the pupil

· What work?

· How much work?

· Concepts of finished and making progress.

· What happens next?

It does this while providing visual support through organisation, visual instructions and making the tasks clear.

The TEACCH system can be adapted to suit the needs of the individual pupil and can vary depending on the setting. 

Top Tips

· The work area needs to be big enough to incorporate a left to right work system. On the left we have the work tasks to be completed and to the right a box or basket for the finished activity.

· A visual timetable sets out the sequence of the tasks to be completed. A reward card maybe used at the end to encourage completion. 

· Each task and the tools needed to carry out the task need to be prepared and in individual boxes or baskets. Each of the task boxes must be marked clearly with a visual cue as to its contents/activity.

· N.B. At first the task/activity needs to be kept simple and achievable to promote success and encourage further use of the workstation.

· The pupil will match the visual cue on the timetable with the visual cue on the activity box before engaging in the task.

· When the task is complete the visual cue is removed from both the box and timetable and placed in the finished box. The task is then moved to the right hand side of the table to the finish area. (With more open-ended activities a sand timer can be used to consolidate a definite ending.)

· The pupil then goes back to the timetable before beginning the next task.

· If a reward is being used as a motivator ALL tasks must be completed before the receiving of the reward.
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